
 

 

September 2015 
 
 
Dear Parent(s) or Guardians, 
 
Welcome back to another fantastic school year in SD 308!  To assess the start of the year level of your child’s understanding in 
mathematics and English language arts (ELA), your child will soon be taking the STAR assessment.  This assessment is 
replacing the previously used NWEA MAP assessment and can be completed in about half of the time.  The STAR assessment 
will be administered in kindergarten through 9th grade and to some 10th and 11th graders.  The STAR assessment will give 
classroom teachers more detailed information on students’ progress as a means to better inform instruction. 
 
There are three testing windows for STAR: 
 
STAR Fall Window 1   08/24/2015 – 09/28/2015  STAR Spanish Literacy 1  10/05/2015 -  10/16/2015 
STAR Winter Window 2  01/11/2016 – 02/05/2016  STAR Spanish Literacy 2  02/22/2016 – 03/04/2016 
STAR Spring Window 3  04/25/2016 – 05/20/2015                                (STAR Spanish Literacy is only administered twice a year)  
 
All STAR assessments are computer-adaptive tests (CATs). This means that tests continually adjust the difficulty of each 
child’s test by choosing each test question based on the child’s previous response.  If the child answers a question correctly, 
the difficulty level of the next item is increased. If the child misses a question, the difficulty level is decreased. CATs save 
testing time and spare your child the frustration of items that are too difficult and the boredom of items that are too easy. 
 
 

STAR tests are designed to be as efficient as possible.   On average, students will complete the STAR Math test in about 20 
minutes, the STAR Reading test in about 15 minutes, the STAR Early Literacy test in 15–20 minutes, and the STAR Reading 
Spanish test in about 10 minutes. However, some students may require more time. 
 
 

The STAR assessments are often used to screen students for their reading and math achievement levels. STAR Early Literacy 
assessments help educators monitor students’ growing literacy skills and students’ progress toward becoming independent 
readers. STAR Reading Spanish assessments help educators working in bilingual and dual-language programs to inform 
instruction, match students to books, and monitor Spanish reading growth. In English-only programs, educators can use 
STAR Reading Spanish to determine the Spanish reading level of incoming English language learner students to help inform 
instruction. 
 
STAR™ assessments can also be used to monitor student growth throughout the year, to estimate students’ understanding of 
state standards, and predict students’ performance on the state test. 
 
The best way to prepare your child for the STAR assessment is in the same ways he or she performs best in school – by 
getting plenty of rest, attending school regularly, and eating a healthy breakfast.  Information will be available regarding your 
students’ scores in November. 
 
On the back of this letter, please find a listing of the skills each assessment covers.  For specific questions about STAR, 
elementary parents please contact your building principal or for secondary your students guidance counselor for more 
information.  We thank you for your continued support and look forward to another fantastic school year! 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Brenda M. Dixon 
Director of Assessment, Data, and Accountability 
 



 

 

 
 
 
STAR Early Literacy™ is the computer-based assessment of early literacy skills for Pre-K–3 students. STAR Early Literacy 
tracks development in word facility and skills, comprehension and constructing meaning, and number and operations: 
 

Word Facility and Skills Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning Numbers and Operations 
• Alphabetic Principle • Sentence-Level Comprehension • Early Numeracy 
• Concept of Word • Paragraph-Level Comprehension  
• Visual Discrimination   
• Phonemic Awareness   
• Phonics   
• Structural Analysis   
• Vocabulary   

 
 
 
STAR Reading™ is an assessment of reading comprehension and skills for independent readers through grade 12. STAR 
Reading tracks development in: 
 

• Word Knowledge and Skills 
• Comprehension Strategies and Constructing Meaning 
• Analyzing Literary Text 
• Understanding Author’s Craft 
• Analyzing Argument and Evaluating Text 

 
 
 
STAR Reading Spanish™ is an assessment of Spanish reading comprehension for independent readers from grade levels 1–
5; however, it can be administered to Spanish speaking students at grade levels 1–12. STAR Reading Spanish tracks a 
student’s: 
 

• Spanish reading level 
• Spanish ZPD for independent reading practice of Spanish literature 
• Spanish reading growth and overall progress 

 
 
 
STAR Math™ is an assessment of math achievement for students in grades 1–12. STAR Math tracks development in: 
 

• Numbers and Operations 
• Algebra 
• Geometry and Measurement 
• Data Analysis, Statistics, and Probability 

 


